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Fos Prophecy of Nixon has ſo often given, a nas 
to the productions of authors of different principles, 
that it is almoſt become a doubt whether ſuch.a. epſon 
ever exiſted. Paſſing through. Cheſhire, curjoft y tes 
me to inquire ; what credit theſe legends | bore 1 
the natives; and I was not a little furpriſeg, to find 
| with what confidence they related events which have 
come to paſs within the memory of many of the inhab- 
itants ; and. how ftrialy they adhered to the notion, 
that he would not fail in the reſt. | Amongſt | thi s ny | 
ber was a name-gsake and deſcendant of. the 1 fs 
with this famous idiot, who, at this time, lives not bieten 
Yolw-Hoyal from whom I had moſtly \ what follows, 
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vrhich he ſaid he oſten heard his father and other an- 
cient people in the country relate. J alſo. obtained a 
manuſcript copy, which ſeemed to bear the appear- 
ance of antiquity. Mr. Gerrard, Mr. Grimes, and 
others of the inhabitants of the foreſt of Delamere, very 
obligingly told me what they knew, and confirmed 

what was paſſed. 


JOHN or JONATHAN NFXON, 7 the father of 
our prophet, was an hufbandman, who had the leafe : 
of a farm of the abbey of Vale-Royal, te this day 3 
known by the name of Bark or Bridge-houſe in the 
pariſh of Over, near New-Church, and not far from 
Vale-Royal, on the foreft of Delamere, which houfe is 
{till kept up and venerated by the natives of Cheſhire, 
for nothing else, as I could hear of; but this extraor- 
dinary perſon's birth, which took place on Witfuntide, 
and he was chriſtened by the name of Robert in the 
5 Year 1467, about the ſeventh year of Edward IV. and 
© from his Infancy he was remarkable for a ſtupidity and 
Invincible ignorance, fo that it was with great difficulty 
his parents could inflru&him to drive the team, tend 
the cattle, and ſuch ſort of ruſtic employments. 
His parents, at their deceaſe, leſt the farm and our 
Robert very young to the care of an elder brother 
with whom he firſt gave an ĩnſtance of that fore-know- 
* which renders his name ſo famous, hes 
A= he was driving the team one day, whilſt his 
| aa agg 
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brothers man guided the plough, he pricked an ox ſo 
very cruelly with his goad, that the Plough-holder 
threatened, toacquaint his ,maſter; an which Nixon 
aid; the ox ſhould. not be his. brother's three days 
hence; which accordingly happened, for a life drop- 
ping in the eſtate, the lord of the manor e. che ſame 
ox for an herriot. 

During his reſidence here, he Was hands Aiſtioguiſh: 
ed for his fimplicity, : ſeldom ſpoke, and when he did 


it was with ſo rough a voice that it was painful to 


hear him; he was : remarkably ſatirical, and what he 
ſaid had generally ſome , prophetic meaning. It was 
about this time the monk of ,Vale-Royal having diſ- 
cars him, he aid, in an a tone, 


When you the harrow. come on high, 
Soon a raven's net 2 20 be; 


Which is well tad to have come to paſs in the per- 
ſon of the laſt abbot of that place, whoſe name was 
Harrow, Being called before Sir Thomas Holcroft, 
he was put to death for denying the ſupremacy of King 
Henry VIII. Having ſuppreſſed the abbey, the King 
gave the domain to this knight and Us heirs, who 
hore a raven for their creſt, 1 5 

32 3 At 
'+ Oran acknowledgment, which n tenure wet ſome eſt:tes 
is bin to every new lord of a manor. 
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At another time he told them, Norton and Vale- 
Royal abbies ſhould meet on Acton- bridge, a thing at 
that time looked upon as improbable ; yet thoſe two 
abbies being pulled down, the ſtones were uſed fot 
that purpoſe ; and, what was more improbable till, 4 
{ſmall thorn, growing in the abbey-yard, would be- 
come it's door. We may eaſily gueſs, no one thought 
this laſt would ever come to paſs, and eſpecially as it 
was underſtood by every one at that time of day, that 
| thorns never grew ſo large; but this ſhews the un- 
certain meaning of a prophecy, what we underſtand 
one way, poſlibly is meant quite different; ſo it hap- 
pened in this caſe, for at the Reformation' the ſavage 
ravagers, under the ſanction of religion, ſought no- 
thing but rapine and plunder to enrich themſelves, 
and under the name of baniſhing ſuperſtition and pulling 
down idolatry, ſpared not even the moſt venerable ' 
lineaments of antiquity, the moſt ſacred piles, the 
moſt noble ſtructures, or moſt valuable records, books 
written by our moſt venerable fore-fathers and heroic 
anceſtots. Pieces of the niceſt paint, or figures for 
their workmanſhip, all being loſt, irrecoverably loſt, 
in one common fit of deſtructive zeal, which every hue 
and cry is too apt to raiſe in the breaſt of a hot-headed 
bigot ; whilſt the. truly religious, honeſt and learned 
men, regret, to this very day, the loſs thoſe deſtruc- 
tive times have occaſioned. Whilſt theſe reached 
Vale-Royal, amongſt the reſt, this thorn being cut 
down, 
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Fu was caſt in the ddbrway. to prevent ſheep, 
which grazed in the court, from going in. 


But the Reformation he declares in ll plalgey 
e for he lays, | 


5 g | 
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A time e ſhall come ha prieſts ard monks 
Shall have no churches nor houſes, 
And places where images ſtood 


ag Lined letters ſhall be good, | 
Engliſh books thro churches are ſpread, . 1 
There ſhall be no holy bread. | © 


11 1 is not my intention to recite every particuJar be 
is ſaid. to have, foretold,, which either regard private 
families of paſt occaſions ; however, it may. not be 
amiſs to mention what is freſh in every one's memory 
who lives near Delamere foreſt, and was vouched ts 
me by ſeveral of the oldeſt inhabitants; 


Thro' Weaver-hall ſhall be a lone.“ A 
Ridley-pool ſhall be ſown and mown, - 
„And Darnel-park ſhall be hacked and hewn, 


7 


The two wings of Weaver-hall are now ſtanding, and 
between them is a cart road; Ridley-pool is filled up, 
and made good meadow land ; and in Daznel-park 
the trees are cut down, and it is made paſture ground, 
I alſo was affured, he ſoretold the uſe of broad- 
wheels, &c. and that Northwich, now a couliderable 


1 5 , town 
in * The term uſed in this countrv-fora lane, 
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town of trade for ſalt, will be deſtroyed by waters; 


which is expected to come to paſs by the natives of 
Cheſhire as much as any other part of his prophecy has 
done; and ſome urge, that che navigable cuts lately 
made is the water meant; but whether a prejudice 
againſt thoſe uſeful improvements may not have given 
riſe to this notion, time only can determine. 

But what rendered Nixon the moſt noticed was, 
that at the time when the battle of Boſworth field was 
fought between King Richard the third and King 
Henry the ſeventh, he ſtopt his team on a ſudden, 
and with his -whip pointing from one land to the 
other, cried, Now Richard! Now Harry!“ ſeveral 
times; till at laſt he ſaid. Now Harry, get over 


that ditch, and you gain the day.” The plough-holder, 
amazed, related what had paſſed when he came home, 


and the truth of the prediction was verified by ſpecial 
meſſengers fent to announce the proclamation of 
Henry King of England on the field of battle, 

The meſſenger who went this circuit, related on 
his return the predictions of Nixon concerning the 
King's ſucceſs ; which though it had been confirmed 
by his arrival, had made it no news to the natives of 


thoſe parts; but Henry, perhaps the wiſeſt Prince of 
this time, not willing to be deceived, nor yet doubt- 


ing the diſpenſations of Providence, though by the 
mouth cf a ſool, ſent the ſame meſſenger back to find 
Nixon, and bring him before him. At the moment 


the 
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the King gave his orders, our prophet was in the townof 
Over, about which he ran like a madman, declaring 
the King had ſent for him,-and that he muſt go to 
court, and there be. clammed, i. e. ftarved to deaths 
ſuch a declaration occafioned a great deal of laughing 
in the town, to think that his Majeſty, fo noted for 

his wiſdom, id fend for a dirty driveling clown to 

court, and, that being ſent for, he ſhould fear to be 

ſtarved there; but how great was their ſurpriſe in a 
few daysafter, when the meſſenger, paſſing thro' the 
town, demanded a guide to find Nixon, who (then 
turning the ſpit at his brother's, at the Bark-houſe) 
cried, © He is coming, he is now on the road for me” 
but the aſtoniſhment of the family can ſcarcely be im- 
magined, when on the meſſenger's arrival he demanded 


Nixon in the King's name: the people, who before 


ſcoffed at his ſimple appearance and odd ſayings, and 
had pointed to the very children to make him their 
ſport, were now confounded, on finding the moſt 
ridiculous of all he ever foretold (in their Opinion) 
become a truth, which was vouched to their own eyes. 
Whilſt hurried through the country, Nixon ſtill loudly 
lamented that he was going to be ſtarved at court. 
He had no ſooner arrived there, than the cautious 
King, willing to make trial of his fore-knowledge, de- 
viſed the following fcheme to prove it. Having hid a 
valuable diamond ring, which he commonly wore, aſ- 
ter the moſt ſeemingly ſtrict inquiry, made through 
| the 
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the palace, whether any one had ſeen it; he ſent ſor 
Nixon, telling him what a loſs he had ſuſtained, and, 
that if he could hot help him to find it, he had no 
hopes leſt. But how much ſurpriſed was the King, 


when he got for, anſwer that old proverb. 
He who hideth can find, 


Oa NES he declared, with a ſmile, that he bad”. 
done this only to try the Prophet ; but ever, after or- 
dered what he ſaid ſhould be carefully put in writing. 

To prevent Nixon's being ſtarved, his Majeſty gave 
erders for him to have the liberty to range throngh the 
whole palace, and the Kitchen was ta be his more 
eonſtant dwelling. Beſides which, an. officer Was ap- 
pointed to take care that he was neither miſuſed or af- 
' fronted by the ſervants, nor at a loſs for any neeſſary 
ol life Thus ſituated, one would have thought want 
could never have reached him; yet one. day, as the, 
King was going to his hunting ſeat, Nixon ran to him 


_erying, and begged in the moſt moving terms thaf he 


wight not be left, for that if he were, his Majeſty 
would never fee him again alive ; that he ſhould be 
farvedz that now was the time, and if he was left he 
muſt die, 
The King, whoſe thoughts were doubtleſs fixed on 
the diverſion _ he was going to, and ſuppoſing the 
matter ſo very unlikely to come to paſs, only ſaid it 
was-impoſlible, and recommended him ſtrongly to the 
officer's care; but carcel y Was the King gone from the 
” palace- 
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palace-gate, when the ſervants mocked and teazed 
Nixon to ſuch a degree, that the officer, to prevent 
theſe inſults, locked him up in a cloſet, and ſuffered 
not one but himſelf to attend on him, thinking that he 
ſhould prevent this part of his prophecy from coming 
true: but a meſſage of great importance coming from 
the King to this very officer, he, in his readineſs to 
obey the royal command, forgot to ſet poor Nixon at 
liberty, and though he was but three days abſent, when 
he recollected his priſoner, he found him at his return | 
dead, as he had foretold, of hunger. 

Thus evidenced, with what is paſſed, ſtands his 
prophecy in every mouth in Cheſhire ; yet a greater 
affront cannot be given than to aſk a copy from the 
families ſaid to be poſſeſſed of it. Every means, it is 
well known, has been uſed to ſmother the truth, per- 
plex the curious, and even to aboliſh the very remem- 
brance that ſuch a one ever exiſted, but from what 
reaſon cannot appear, except that it is foretold the 
heir of O.. is to meet with ſome ignominious death 
at his own gate, J with other family events, which, 
though no perſon or time being perfectly diſtinguiſhed, 
may perhaps occaſion this ſecreſy. 
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$ A few years ago (Gince the above was written) Mr. E. .., of 
O0. .., was killed by a fall from his horſe, at his own gate, as be 
was N from hunting. 
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I muſt alſo obſerve, that the crofs on Delamere 
ſoreſt, that is, three ſteps and the ſocket in which the 
croſs formerly ſtood, are now ſunk within a few inches 
of the - ground, though all remembered to have been 
ſeen in the memory of man, nearly ſix feet above, the 
croſs itſelf having been deſtroyed long ſince. It is alſo 
remarkable, that Headleſs croſs is mentioned by Mer- 
lin de Rymer, and moſt other Engliſh and Scotch 
prophets, as the laſt place in England on which it is 
ſuppoſed a decifive action will happen: but as to any 
fixed period, when the things will come to pats, I can- | 
not learn, all deing mentioned with the greateſt un- 
certainty. | 05 


| END OF THE LIFE OF NIXON. 
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% WMurx. a MAVen Ghall build in a ſtone lion” 5 mouth, A 
On a church top beſide the grey foreſt, © [ 
Then ſhall a King of England be drore from his crown, 
And return no more. 


When an eagle ſhall ſit on the top of Valente + ho 


Then ſhall an heir be born, who tal live to ſee ta bonne, | 


in England. 


There ſhall be a miller Ms Ry enen due 519. 07 
With two heels on one foot, - 1998 135569 8 Hed? 
Who ſhall diſtinguiſh himſelf bravely; $5 „ n 

And ſhall be knighted by the victo : A 
For foreign nations ſhall invade JLngleand ; - + (445 3 ed; 

But the invader ſhall be killed, $47 2: > ys bak 
And laid acroſs a Horſe's back, „ 


And led in triumph. 
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A boy ſhall be born with three thumbs on one hand, 
Who hill hold three King's borſes, 
Whilit England three times is won and loſt in one day. 


But after this ſhall be bappy days, 
A new ſet of People of virtyous manners 
Shall live in peace. 82 
But the Wall of F neat the 0 ſhall he the token 
of it's truth, 
For it ſhall fall; 
If it falls downwards, . 
Then ſhall the Church be funk for ever: 
But if it fall upwards againſt a hill, 
Then ſhall the church and honeſt men live ſtill. 
Under this wall ſhall be found the bones of a britiſh King, 


Peckforton mill ſhall be removed to Luddington-hill, 
And-three days blood ſhall turn Nogginſhire mill. 


But beware of a chance to the lord of Oulton, 
Leſt he ſhould be hanged at his own door, 


A crow ſhall fit on the top of headleſs croſs, 
In the foreſt ſo grey, 8 
And drink of the noble's gentle Blood ſo free, 
Twenty hundred horſes ſhall want maſters, 
Till their girths rot under their bellies, - 


Thro, our own money and our own men 
Shall a dreadful war begin; 
Between the fickle and the ſuck, 
All England ſhall have a pluck 5 
And be ſeveral times forſworn, 
And put to their wit's end, 
That it mall not be known, whether to reap their corn, 
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Zury their dead, or go to the field to . | 
A great ſcarcity of bread corn. Crone ela 


Foreign nations ſhall invade enn vith ſnow on their 
helmets, ; 


And ſhall bring plague, ſamine, and murder, in [WE Kirts of 
= their garments, '# 


A great tax will be granted, but never gather ed, 4 46 890 
Between a rick and two trees | 


A famous battle fought ſhall be. 

London- ſtreet ſhall run with blood, 
And at laſt ſhall ſiak, 

So that it ſhall he fulfilled, 


Lincoln was, London is, and York fhall be 
The fineſt of the three, 


There will be three gates to London of ATT I: men for 
_ cowſters, 


Then if you have three cows, at the firſt gate, fell one, 
and keep thee at home. 


At the ſecond gate, ſell the other two, and keep hot at 


home. | | 
At the laſt gate all ſhall be as or 
When Summer and Winter ſhall come, 
And peace is made at every man's home, 722 
Then ſhall be danger of war:; | | | 
For though with peace at night the nation ring, 
Men ſhall riſe to war in the morning. E 


There will be a Winter council, a careful Chriſtmas, 
And a bloody Lent. 


In thoſe days there ſhall be hatred and vloodſhed, be 
ode Ba 
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The father againſt the fon, and the ſon againſt his father ; 
That one may have a houſe for lifting the latch of the door. 
Landlords ſhall lang _ - 1 | 
With hat in their hands, | 
To deſire tenants to hold their lands, fe Ti ; 


Great wars and preſſing of ſoldiers, 
But at laſt clubs ang clouted ſhoes ſhall carry the day. t 


It will be good in theſe days for a man to ſell his goods, and 
keep cloſe at home. | 
Then forty pounds in hand . 
Will be better than forty pounds a year in kind: 
The cock of the North ſhall be made to flee, 
And his feathers be plucked for his pride ; 
That he ſhall almoſt curſe the day that he was born,” 


One afked Nixon, . where he might be ſafe ig thoſe 


days > 7. % He anſwered, ke \ 
- 4 In God's croft between the rivers Merſey and Fes: 


Tt ſhall ſtand more or leſs, - : 
Till it has brought England to a pitious caſe. 


The Scots ſhall rule England one whole year, 
Three years of great wars, 5 
And in all countries great uproars. 
The firſt | is terrible, the ſecond worſe, but the third unbearable, 
8 Ihree great battles ; | i 
One at Northumberland-bridge, 
1 One at Cumberland- bridge, 
1 ru And the other the South ſide of Trent, | 
Crows ſhall drink the blood of many nobles, 5 
5 Eaſſ ſhall riſe oy Weſt, and North againſt South. | 
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Then take this for good. | boy dſt Aon ent bud 
Nogginſhire mill ſhall, run with blood, ot evintiens i 


And many ſhall fly down is (rac ir R 


A man ſhall come into England. ont” N 180 
But the ſon of a King crown'd with thorns 
Shall take from him the Victor. 19% aid late 
Many nobles ſhall fight, ten £512 3 CUBE 2:2 lat 22790 T 
But a baſtard Duke ſhall win the day, vis: od bal 
And ſo without delay 1 wo! Rt ad P. - 
Set England in a right way: 1 oo I ip nd 


A wolf from the Eaſt ſhall right 3 come, | 
On the South fide of Sandford, on a grey RR n 
| Where groves ſhall grow upon a green, tte 
Beſide green grey they ſhall flee, oe dt ol 
Into rocks, and many die.. 14. 153 85 


They ſhal} flee intosSalt-ſtrand, Leg ot tt 


And twenty thouſand, without ſword thall 4 die + ach man. 2 


The dark dragon over Sudſbrown, 3 n 
| Shall bring with him a royal bang 
But their lives ſhall be forlor jn HEN RD 
His head ſhall be in Stafford , 2815 
His tail in Ireland. 1 | Þ | 5 


He ſhall boldly bring his men, thinking t to win ma $447 


I 


Befide a wall in foreſt fair he ſhall be beaten down. 


On Hine's heath they ſhall begin this bloody fight; 


And with trained ſteed ſhall hew each other's helmet bright 2 
But who ſhall win that day no one can eff; 8 A 


A Duke out of Denmark ſhall him dighty I d Jo lien 4 
On a day in England, and make many a nan low to hgh, | 


| And the OY Well away, iq 25 e 
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And the Black fleet with main and might 
Their enemies full boldly there aflail. 
In Britain's land ſhall be a knight, 
On them ſhall make a cruel fight, L003 y f 
A bitter boar with main arid might | | 
Shall bring a royal rout that day. 
There ſhall die many a worthy knight, 
And be driven into the fields green and grey, 
They thall lote both field and fight, | 
The weary eagle ſhall to an iſland in the ſea retire, 
Where leaves'ahd>berbs:grow frefh and en 
There ſhall he meet a lady fair, 
Who ſhall ſay, Go help thy friend in battle flain : 
Then by the council of that fair, 
He eagerly will make to flee 
Twenty · ſix ſtandard of the enemy. 
A rampant lion in filyer ſet, in armour fair 
Shall help the eagle in that tide, 
When many a knight ſhall die. 


The bear that hath been long tied to a ſtake, ſhall ſhake his 


chains, 4 
That every man ſhall NN and fhall Rey 3 12 80 debate. 

The bull and the red roſe ſhall ſtand in ſtriſe, * 
That ſhall turn England to much woe, 
And cauſe many a man to loſt his life. 

In foreſt ſtand oaks three, 7 
Beſide a beadleſs crofs. | 

A well of blood fhal} run and ree, 

Its cover ſhall be braſs, 

Which ſhall ne'er appear, . 


N 2 


Till 


oe en SN FR ornzerks. 


Till horſes frat have trod it bare: 10 e bs 
Who wins it will declare,” e. 
The eagle ſhall ſo fight that day, «+ Harl imme 36d F 
That ne'er a friend's from him Wey b ec e 
A hound without delay ſhall run 3 near. 
Ihe dark dragon ſhall die in fſignlllt. 
A lofty head the bear ſhall rear, pla x35 7 A, 
The wild wolf ſo ſhall light. aH 5d Hart 11 
The bridled ſeed againſt his enemies FO barely , 
A fleet ſhall come out of the Norteii mn 
Riding on a boeſe-of trees. TD 
A white hind beareth he, u edt baagatt HI T 


And three wreaths ſo free, 
That day the eagle ſhall him flay, | . 
And on a hill ſet his banner ſtraightwa xy. . 
That lion who's forſaken been and forced to flee „ EFT © ugh 
Shall hear a woman ſhrilly ſay, e 
* Thy friends are killed on yonder hill, | | 
Death to many a knight this day. | . 
With that the lion bears his banner to 0 hill ID 8 
Within a foreſt that's ſo plain, 85 75 
Beſide a headleſs croſs of ſtone, 5 | | mi 
There ſhall the eagle die that wt $y 
And the red lion get renowns , 


A zreat battle ſhall be fought 5 0 8800 Kings thee ; „ 
One ſhall die, and a baſtard Duke will win the day. 


10 Sandy ford there lies a ſtone, | 
A crowned King ſhall loſe his head on. R 


In thoſe "dreadful days, five wicked prieſts heads ſhall be ſold 
for a penny. 
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Slaughter ſhall rage to ſuch a degree, be 


And infants left by thoſe that are ſlain, 
That damſels ſhall with fear and glee 4 N 
Cry, * Mother, mother here's a man! 
Between ſeven, eight, and nine, Hy | f 
In England wonders ſhall be ſeen, | 
Between nine and thirteen 
All ſorrow ſhall be done. 


* 


Then riſe up Richard, ſon of Richard, 
And bleſs the happy reign, 10 
Thrice happy he who ſees this time to come, 
When England ſhall know reſt and peace again. 
EN or NIXON'S ORIGINAL PROPHECIES. 
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| OF 
BOBERT VIX ON. 


ARE COPIED FROM 


I. HE famous Cheſhire l Nixon” beſides bis 
prophecies relative to the fate of private ſamilies, alſo 


predicted much of public affairs, which we find literal- 
ly verified by the ſequel, 


On the Chriſtmas. before he went to. court, being 
among the ſervants at Mr. Cholmondeley's houſe, to. - 


the ſurprife of them all, he e ſtarted up, ang. 
ſaid, 


«I muſt prophecy.” He went on, * If the favourite $ 


of a King ſhall be lain, the maſter's neck ſhall be 


cleft in twain, And the men of the North * ſhall 


9 2 | 1 ſell 


3 


$ The Duke of Buckingham (favourite of FEY and Charles I. 
who was beheaded) aſſaſſinated by John Felton. 


The Scots, who fold their King, charlet . FE a large lum 
of money, to the Engliſh rebels. 
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ſell precious blood; yea their own blood. Ale they 
ſhall ſacrifice a noble warrior F to the idol, and hang 
up his fleſh in the high places: and a ſſorm ſhall come 
out of the North, which ſhall blow down the ſteeples 
of the South: and the labourer ſhall riſe above his 
lord, and the harveſt ſhall in part be trampled down 
by horſes, and the remainder lie waſte, to-be Saur 
ed by birds. 

When an oak tree mall be ſofter than men's hearts, 


20 


then look ſor better times, but they be but beginning. 


The departure of a great man's F ſoul ſhall trouble 
a river hard by, and overthrow trees, houſes, and 
eſtates. . From that part of the houſe, ſrom whenee 
the miſchief came, you muſt look for the cure. Firſt 
comes. joy, then ſorrow ; after mirth comes mourning. 

I ſee men, women, and children, ſpotted || like 
beaſts, and there neareſt and deareſt friends affright- 


ed at them. I ſee. towns on fire, and innocent blood 


ſhed ; but, when men and horſes, walk upon the water, 
then ſhall come peace and plenty to the people, but 
trouble is preparing for kings: and the great yellow 


Fruit 5 ſhall come over to this country, and flouriſh: 


VVV and 
F Suppoſe the Marquis of Montroſe, - 


2 Suppoſe Oliver Cromwell, at whoſe death the prefteſt ſtorm 
of wind happened that had been known in England, 


C The plague and fire of London were here very plainly foretold. * 


$ The Great Yellow Fruit, mn he * Prince of Orange, my 
William III. 
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and I ſee this tree take deep root, and ſpread into a 
thouſand branches, which ſhall afterwards be at ſtrife 
one with another, becauſe of their number: and there 
ſhall come a wind from the South, and the Weſt, 
which ſhall ſhake the tree. I ſee multitudes of people 
running. to and fro, and talking ia a ſtrange tongue. 
And there ſhall be a famine in the midſt of great 
plenty, and earthquakes and ſtorms ſhall level and 
purify the earth.“ 5 
Aſter theſe ſayings, which every one, with the 
lighteſt knowledge of our hiſtory, will inftantly apply 
to thoſe events which they ſo wonderfully foretold, 
Nixon was ſilent, and relapſed into his wonted ſtupidi- 
ty; from which he did not recover until many weeks 
atter, when he became again inſpired, and gave vent 
to thoſe remarkable predictions which were collected 
by Mr. Oldmixon. "Thoſe which we. have juſt now 
related, were taken down from the-prophet's mouth 
by the ſteward, in purſuance: of the orders of Mr. 
Cholmondeley himſelf; and the original manuſcript 
is now in the hands of a gentleman in Shropſhire. - _ 


t This was ſaid, in the book from whence theſe predictions were 
extracted, to mean oppreſſion of the poor. 
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Eſq. took him into his houfe, where he lived when 


NIXON'S 
CHESHIRE PROPHECY, 
AT LARGE 
FROM 
LADY COWPER'S CORRECT COPY. 
$ WITH 
FISTORICAL AND POLITICAL REMARKS ; 
AND 
MANY INSTANCES WHEREIN IT HAS BEEN FULFILLED, | 
ALSO 
; HIS LIFE : 


BY JOHN OLDMIXON, ES9. 
Nrxox, from mongſt the dark decrees of Fate, 
Says, Grone the Son of GroRGE ſhall make us great}? 
| — —2— — 8 | 
INTRODUCTION. 


Tauss remarkable Prophecy has been carefully re- | 
viſed, corrected and improved; alſo ſome account 
given of our author, Robert Nixon, who was. but a 
kind of ideot, and uſed to be employed in following 
the plough. He had lived in ſome farmers families, 
and was their drudge and their jeſt. 

At laſt, Thomas Cholmondeley, of Vale-Royal, 


he 
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he compoſed this prophecy, which he delivered with 
as much gravity and ſolemnity as if he had been an 
oracle; and it was obſerved, that though the foot was 
a driveler, and could not ſpeak common ſenſe when 
he was uninſpired, yet in delivering his propnecies, he 
ſpoke plainly and ſenſible ; how truly will be ae in 
the following pages. 
As to the credit of this prophecy, I dare Py it is 
as well atteſted as any of Noſtradamus's or Merlin's, 
and come to paſs as well as the beſt of Squire Bicker- 
| ſtaffs ; It is plain enough, that great men in all ages 
- had recourſe to prophecy as well as the - vulgar. I. 
would not have all grave perſons deſpiſe the inſpiration 
of Nixon. The late French King gave audience to an -j 
inſpired farrier, and rewarded him with an hundred | 
piſtoles for his prophetical- intelligence ; though by 
what I can learn, he did not come near our Nixon for 
gifts. | 
The FIC the „ and hiſtory, of 
the Cheſhire Prophecy are fo remarkable, that I hope 
the public will be as much delighted as I was myſelf. 
By the way, this is not a prophecy of to-day ; tis as 
old as the Powder-plot, and the ſtory will make it ap- 
/pear that there is as little impoſture in it as the Jaco- 
' bites pretend there is in the perſon it ſeems to have 
an eye to: but whether they are both impoſtures alike 
or not, I leave the reader to determine. 


g. Ola. | 
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1 PROPHECY. - 


. the reign of King James the Firſt, cher lived 4 
man, generally reputed a fool, whoſe name was 
Nixon. One day, when he returned home from 
ploughing in the field, he laid-the things down which 
he had in his hands, and continuing for ſome time 
in a ſeemingly deep and thoughtful meditation, at 
length he pronounced, in a loud hoarſe voice, * Now 
I will prophecy.” And ſpoke as follows : 

When a raven ſhall build in a ſtone lions mouth, 
on the top ofa church in Cheſhire, then a King of 
England ſhall be driven out of his kingdom, and never 
return more. : 

When an eagle ſhall fit on the top of the houſe, 
then an heir ſhall be born to the Cholmondeley 
family; and this heir ſhall live to ſee England invaded 
by foreigners, who {hall proceed as far as a town in 
_ Cheſhire; but a miller, named Peter, ſhall be born 

with two heels on one foot, and at that time living in 
a mill of Mr. Cholmondeley's, he {hall be inſtrumental 
in delivering the nation. 

* The perfon who then governs the nation will be 
in great trouble, and ſkulk about: The invading 
King ſhallbe killed, laid acroſs a horſe's back like a 
calf, and led in triumph. The miller having been 
inſtrumental in it, ſhall bring forth the perſon that 


then-governs the kingdom, and be knighted for what 


he 
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he has done ; and after that England ſhall ſee happy 
days. A young new ſet of men, of virtuous: manners 
thall come, who ſhall proſper, and make, a flouriſhing 


church for two hundred years. | 
As a token of the truth of all thin a ER of Mr. 
Cholmondeley's ſhall fall: If it falls downwards, the 


Church ſhall be oppreſſed, and riſe no more: but if up- 


_ wards, next the riſing hill on the fade. of it, then it 


ſhall flouriſh agaia. Uader this wall {hall be found 
the bones of a Britiſh King. 

A pond ſhall run with blood three days, and the 
Croſs-ſtone .Pillar in the Foreſt fink ſo low into the 
ground, that a crow from the top of it ſhall. drink of 
the beſt blood in England. 


A boy ſhall be born with three thambs, and ſhall - 


hold three King's horſes, while England ſhall be three 


times won and loſt in one day.” 


— 


; 0 
; 


THE original may be ſeen in ſeveral families in 5 


that country, and in particular in the hands of Mr- 
Egerton, of Oulton, with many other remarkables; 


as that Peckforton wind- mill ſhould be removed to 


Luddington hill, and that horſes ſaddled ſnould run 


about till their girths rotted away. But this is ſuſſicient 


to prove Nixon as great a prophet as Partridge, and 
we ſhall give other Pp! ooſs of it before we have done 


with him. | of 
* 1 


. _ « « } 
a *— >. — 
— n . m I) — x - \ * — —— - — 
y b « 1 7 A OTE 2 8 by =>? 
e N »„—— 
4 — wn * 
R uu 


4 ee RIES 43,» - N ep To 


26 Mons Entenifit dROPHEECY, 


- Tknow your prophets are generally for Raw-head 
and-bloody-bones, and therefore do not mind it much; 


or I might add; that Oulton mill ſhall be driven with 
blood inſtead of water: but theſe ſoothſayers are great 
' butchers; and every hall is with them a * 
| Houſe. 


Now as fot our authorities to prove this prophecy to 


be genuine, and how it has hitherto been accompliſh- 


ed, I might refer myſelf to the whole county of Cheſ- 
ter; where it is in every one's mouth, and has been ſo 
theſe forty years: As much as I have of the manuſcript 


was ſent me by a perſon of ſenfe and veracity, and as 


little partial to vifions as any body. For my own part 


I build nothing on this or an 75 other prophecy ; only 


there is ſomething ſo very odd in the ſtory, and ſo pat 
in the wording of it, that 1 cannot help giving it as] 


- ſound it. beg 
| The family of the Cholmondeley's is very ancient in 
this county, and takes its name from a place ſo called, 
near Nantwich ; there are alſo Cholmton and Chol- 


mondſton; but the ſeat of that branch of the family, 


which kept our prophet Nixon, is at Vale-Royal, on 


the river Weaver, in Delamere foreſt. It was formerly 
an abbey, * founded by Edward I. and came to the 
Chol- 


® It is reported, that there is a room in this houſe, the door and 


72 


windows of which are kept cloſely faſtened, and no one is ever 


permitted to enter the ſame, except the next heir, when he attains 


his twenty-firſt year, at which time he goes in alone, and, when he 


returns, it is ſhat up as e. | 


n 


7 . 
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Cholmondeleys from the famous family of the Hol- 


crofts. When Nixon propheſied, this family was near 


being extinct, the heir having married Sir Walter St. 
John's daughter, a lady not eſteemed very young, 


who, notwithſtanding, being with child, fell in labour, 


and continued fo for many days; During which time, 
an eagle ſat upon the houſe- top,. and flew away when 
ſhe was delivered of a fon,  * | 
A raven is alſo known to have built in a ſtone lion's 
mouth in the ſteeple of the church of Over, in the 
foreſt of Delamere. Not long before the abdication of 
King James, the wall ſpoken of fell down, and fell 
upwards : and in removing the rubbiſh, were found 


the bones of a man of more than ordinary fize. A 


pond at the ſame time run with water that had a red- 
diſh tinQure, and was never Known (0: have ere 5 
before or ſince. 

Headleſs Croſs, in the foreſt, which in the memory 
of man was ſeveral feet high, is now only ne a et 
from the ground, 

In the pariſh of Budworth, abe was bony als 
eighteen years ago, with three thumbs; the youth is 
ſtill living there ; and the miller Peter lives in Nog- 


ginſhire mills in expeRation of fulfilling this prophecy 


pn the perſon of Perkin; He hath alſo two heels on 
one foot, and I find he intends to make uſe of them in 
the intereſts of King George, for he is a bold Briton, .. 
and a \ loyal ſubject, zealous for the Proteſtant fucceſſi- 

| K 2 ON 
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on in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, has a vote for 
the knights of the ſhire ; in a word, Peter will prate 
or box for the good: cauſe that Nixon has liſted him in, 
and if he does not do the buſineſs this muſt be ſaid of 
him, that no man will bid fairer for it; which, the 
Lady Egerton was ſo apprehenſive of, that wiſhing well 
to another Reſtoration, ſne often inſtigated her huſband 
to turn him out of the mill; but he looked upon it as 
vhimſy, and ſo Peter ſtill continues there, in hopes of 
being as good a knight as Sir Philip his landlord was. 
Of this Peter I have been told, that the Lady Nar- 
cliff, of Chelſea, and the Lady St. John, of Betterſca, 
together with ſeveral other perſons of credit and faſhi- 
on, have often been heard to talk, and that they all 
aſſerted their knowledge of the truth of our prophecy 
and its accompliſhment, with many particulars that 
are more extraordinaryt han any I have yet mentioned. 
The noiſe of Nixon's predictions reaching the ears 
of King James the firſt, he would needs ſee this fool 
who cried and made ado that he might not go to court, 
and the reaſon he gave was, that he ſhould be sTarver 
(A very whimſical fancy of his: Courts are not 
places where people uſe to ſtarve in, when they once 
come there, whatever they did before).... The King 
being informed of Nixon's refuſing to come, ſaid he 
would take particular care that he ſhould not be ſtarv- 
ed, and ordered him to be brought up. Nixon cried 
out, He was ſent for again, and ſoon after the meſ- 
"iſ 7 1 2 ſeng- 
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ſenger arrived. who brought kim up from Cheſhire. 
How or whether he propheſied to his Majeſty, no- 
body can tell; but he is not the * fool that has 


made a good court prophet. 


That Nixon might be well KA, it was hs 


dered he ſhould - be kept in the kitchen, where he 


grew ſo troubleſome in licking and picking the meat 
that the cooks locked him up in a hole, and'the King 
going on a ſudden from hanipton- court to London, 
they forgot the fool in a hurry, and he was * | 
ſtarved to death. | 
There are a great many paſſages of this Gab pronto 8 
lite and ſayings tranſmitted in tradition ſrom father to 
ſon in this county palatine; as, that when he lived with 


a farmer before he was taken into Mr. Cholfnondeley's 


family, he goaded an ox ſo- cruelly, that one of the 
ploughmen threatened to beat him for abuſing his maſ- 
ter's beaſt; Nixon ſaid, My -maſter's, will not be his 
three days. A life in an eſtate dropping in at that time, 
the lord of the manor took the: ſame ox for an heriot. 


This account, as whimſical and romantic as it is, was 
told to the Lady Cowper, in the year 1670, by Dr. 


Patrick, late Biſhop of Ely, then chaplain to Sir Wal- 


ter St. John; and that lady had the following farther 


particulars, relating to this prophecy, and fulfilling of 
many parts of it, from Mrs. Chute, faſter of Mrs. 
Cholmondeley, of Vale-Royal, who affirmed, that a 


een of people gathered together to ſee the eagle 
ä befor 
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before mentioned, the bird was ſrightened from her 
young ; that ſhe herſelf was one of them, and the cry 
was, Nixon's prophecy is fulfilled, and we ſhall have 
a foreign King. She declared, that ſhe read over the 

_ prophecy many times, when her ſiſter was with child 
of the heir who now enjoys the eſtate. She particularly 
remembers that King James the II. was plainly point- 
ed at, and that it was foretold he ſhould endeavour to 
ſubvert the laws and religion of this kingdom, for 
which reaſon they ſhould riſe and turn him out; that 
the eagle of which Nixon propheſied perched in one 
of the windows all the time her ſiſter was in labour. 
She ſaid it was the biggeſt bird ſhe ever ſaw ; that it 
was in a deep ſnow, and it perched on the edge of a 
great bow window, . which had a large border on the 
outſide, and that ſhe and many others opened the 
window to try to ſcare it away, but would not ſtir till 

Mrs. Cholmondeley was delivered ; after which it 
took flight to a great tree over againſt the room her 
ſiſter lay in, where having ſtaid about three days; it 
flew away in the night, She affirmed further to the 
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N i Wh 75 24 2 * 


} Lady Cowper, that the falling of the garden wall was 
a thing not to bequeſtioned, it being in ſo many people's 
"i ; memory: That it was ſoretold that the heir, pf Vale- 
mY > Royal ſhould live to ſee England invaded by foreign- 
ah ; ers, and that he ſhould fight bravely for his King and 
1 [ his country : 'That the miller mentioned is alive, and 
1 1 expects to be knighted, and is in the very mill that is 
Wo: fore- 
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foretold : That he ſhould kill two invaders, who ſhould 
come in, the one from the Weſt, and the other from 
the North : That he from the North ſhould bring with 


him of all nations, Swedes, Danes, Germans, and | 
Dutch; and that in the folds of his garmants he ſhould 


bring fire and famine, plague and murder: That many 


great battles ſhould be fought in England, one upon 


London-bridge, which would be fo bloody, that peo- 
ple will ride in London ſtreets up to their horſes bellies 
in blood ; that ſeveral other battles ſhould be fought 
up and down moſt parts of Cheſhire ; and that the laft 
that ever would be fought in England, ſhould be on 
Delamere foreſt : That the heir of Oulton, whoſe 
name is E. n, and has married Earl Cholmondeley's 
ſiſter, ſhould be hanged up at his own gate. 

Laſtly, Nixon foretels great glory and proſperity to 


thoſe who ſtand up in defence of their Jaws and 
liberties, and ruin and miſery to thoſe who ſhould be- 


tray them. He fays, the year before this would hap- 
pen, bread corn, would be very dear, and that the 
year following more troubles ſhould begin, which 
would laſt three years; that the firſt would be moder- 
ate, the ſecond bloody, and the third intolerable ; that 


unleſs they were ſhortened, no mortal could bear 


them: and that there were no miſchiefs but what 


poor England would feel at that time. But that 


GEORGE, the SON of GEORGE, F ſhould put an 


end . 


+ The Original Prophecy ſays, « Richard, the ſon of Richard,” 
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end to all. That afterwards the church ſhould flour- 
iſh, and 1 be the moſt e nation upon 
| TONES 

Lady. Cowper was not content to tene theſe partieu- 
n from Mrs. Chute, but ſhe inquired of Sir Thomas 
Aſhton, of the truth of this prophecy, and he atteſted 
it was in great reputation in Cheſhire, and that the 
facts were known by every one to have happened as 
Nixon faid they, would; adding, that the morning be- 
fore the garden-wall fell, his neighbour, Mr. Chol- 
mondeley, going to ride out a hunting, ſaid, © Nixon 
ſeldom fails, but now I think he-will ; for he foretold 
that this day, my garden-wall would fall, and I think 
it looks as if it would ſtand theſe forty years: That 
he had not been gone a quarter of an hour, before the 
wall ſplit, aad fell upwards againſt the riſing of the 

hill, which, as Nixon would have it, was the preſage 
of a flouriſhing church. 

As to the removal of Peckſorton mill, it was done 
by Sir John Crewe, the mill having loſt its trade there, 
for which he ordered it to be ſet upon Luddington hill ; 
and being aſked if he did it to fulfill the prophecy, he 
declared he never thought of it. I myſelf have en- 
quired of a perſon who knows Mr. Cholmondeley's 
pond as well as Roſamond's in St. James's park, and 
he aſſured me, the falling of the wall, and the pond 
running blood (as they call it) are facts which in 
Cheſhire any one would be reckoned mad for making 
the leaſt queſtion of them. 8 


at 
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As there axe ſeveral particulars. in this. propheey 
which remain unfulfilled; ſo when they come to paſs, 
ſome other circumſtances may be added, which are 
not convenient to be told until accompliſhed, -. 

If 1 had a, mind to look into the antiquities of this. 
county, I might find that prodigies and prophelies are 


no unuſual things there. Camden tells us, that at 


Brereton, not many miles from Vale-Royal, which 
gave name to a famous, antient, numerous, and knight- 
ly family, there is a thing as ſtrange as perching of the 
eagle, or the falling of the wall, which he ſays was 
atteſted to him by many perſons, and was commonly 
believed; that before any heir of this family dies, 
there are ſeen, in a lake adjoining, the bodies of trees 


ſwimming upon the water for ſeveral days together. 
_ He likewiſe adds, that near the abbey of St. Maurice, 
in Burgundy, there is a fiſhpond; in which a number 


of fiſh are put, equal to. the number of monks of that 
place: and if any one of them happens to be fick - 
there is a fiſh ſeen floating on the water; and in caſe * 


the fit of ſickneſs proves fatal to the monk, the fiſh 


foretels it by its own death ſome days before. This 
the learned Camden relates in his deſcription of Che- 
ſhire, and the opinion of the trees ſwimming in the 


lake near Brereton prevails all about the country to 


this day, only with this difference, that ſome ſay tis 
one log that ſwims, and ſome ſay many. 
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| "Lancaſhire, which is not far off, has been famous 
for witches, and I am afraid Cheſhire is a little inſect- 
ed by its neighbourhood; Thoſe that wilt not believe 
our prophecy, may leave it alone; but if hope is a 
good help to faith, I ſhall not be long among the in- 


credulous. a 
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THE LIFE OF NIXON, 
E CHESHIRE. PROPHET, 


TO JOHN OLDMIXON, ESQ. 


1 Nanruten, Manch 24, 11 $ 


| 1 Have read over your Cheſhire Prophecy, and muſt 


needs ſay, that what you have added is to be found in 


the original, written in doggrel verſe : I have read it 
over and over: and though it is longer than your 


prophecy, yet I think the ſubſtance of it is there; and 


I ſhall now give you ſome material paſſages which 


will ſerve to make your praphecy compleat. To theſe 


I ſhall add a [ſhort account of his life, as ] have been | 


able to inform myſelf of it by old people. I could 
meet but with one man who remembered the prophet, 
and that was old Woodman, of Copnal. 


He ſays, that Nixon was a ſhort, ſquab fellows ; had 


a great head, and goggle eyes; that he uſed to drive! 


as he ſpoke, which was very rarely; and was extreme- 
y furly. He particularly had a ſpite againſt children, 
and would run after them to beat them when they 
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3 * r oe; 29, ng» © Trap 
came in his \ way, eſpecially if they made ſport with 
him, as he ſaid they- uſed-to -do, and himſelf amongſt 


the reſt when he was a lad. 


He was at firſt plough- boy to farmer Crowtofh, of 


Swanlow, and ſo ſtubborn that they could make him 


do nothing without beating. They could ſeldom get 


any thing out of him but yes and no: and if he ſpoke 


much more, it was unintelligible; nay, he would 


hardly ſay no and yes, unleſs he was pinched by hung- 


er. He had a very good ſtomach; and the report 


was, that he would eat up a ſhoulder of mutton at a 


meal, if they would let him, and a luncheon of bread 


and cheeſe after it. The people had, it ſeems, a 


ſtrange reverence even for his ſtupidity; and they 
took his ſilence to be like that of an reer as 3 
dus as if he propheſied. 

The firſt time he was und out to be a prophet, was 
Fakes -occaſion.... Farmer Crowton being one day 
at-plough in a field near the river Weaver, in Swanlow 
pariſh, and his boy Nixon ſoHowing him, the boy ſtopt 


on a ſudden, dropt his bottle and budget, which he 


carried to the field with him, and ſtood motionleſs, 
with his eyes'fixed towards heaven. Neither words 
nor blows could get him out of this trance for the 


ſpace of an hour. When he recovered, he took up 


the things he had dropt, and followed the plough: 


His maſter, and the men that were at work in the 


ſame field, ſtood by him all the while, taking him to 
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ben a fit; but e Rill that he flood upright, 
and did not fall down. He himſelf ſeemed to be in- 
ſenſible of any alteration that had happened to him. 
But, for a quarter of an hour after, he talked very ra- 
tionally of ſeveral things that had been done ſome 
time before, and dropt expreſſions of others that were 


to be done; which preſently made his maſter, and 


thoſe that were with him, conclude that Nixon's dul- 
neſs had ſomething ſacred in it, and that his words 
were oracles, eſpecially when fome little things he 


foretold fell out according to his predictions. It was 


with this farmer that he lived when he propfleſied of 
bis maſter's ox, as is mentioned in his prophecy. © * 
I I muſt correct ſome errors that you have been led 


into by the imperfeR copies of his prophecy, as that 


about the falling of the wall, which ſome zealons 


people have applied to the Church; whereas, in truth» 
it has a literal reference to the ſtate only. Woodman 
faid, the common tradition has been, That when the 
wall belonging to Vale-Royal houſe fell down, it was 


to denote ſome remarkable change in the government: 


That if it was a ſerene day and the wall fell inward. 
it ſignified an advantageous and happy change; but if 


it were a ſtormy day, and fell out ward, and any ſtones 


fell into the brook, it ſigrified the direct contrary. 
To this he added, that the Cholmondeley family, 


whoſe ſeat it was, kept ſeveral workmen in yearly pay 


to ſupport the wall, and every month to inſpect it all 
| round: 
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round; that it was buttreſſed both within and withs 
out; and the week before it fell, the workmen gave 
in their report, that it was ſo ſtrong it might reaſqy- 
ably laſt an hundred years, without any repairs. 
This, I aſſure you, is not only what the old man 
told me, but what I have heard from ſeveral others, 
and can get well atteſted, if it is thought proper: As 
alſo the Rates of the falling of the wall, which 
are theſe : 
*Upon the 4th of Auguſt, 1688, at nn eleven 
* oclock in the forenoon, being a calm and clear day, 
* without the leaſt breath of wind, that wall fell flat 
© inwards all at once, and not ſo much as one ſingle 
* ſtone fell outwards. 
This happening ſo little a while before the "LE 
tion, it was taken notice of as an accident which was 
very much to qur advantage; And as there was a 
greater riſing for the Prince of Orange in Cheſhire, 
than in any other county in England, why may we 
not imagine that Nixon's Prophecy contributed very 
much to it? The objection to this may be, that the 
owner of this houſe, Thomas Cholmondeley, Eſq. was 
a Jacobite ; and it is not likely that any thing about 
hin could bode well to the Revolution. But his being 
2 Jacobite gives the greater authority to the predi tion, 
and the fulfilling of it : For it is not likely that one, 
who was an enemy to the Prince of Orange, ſhould let 
a miracle he wrought in his houſe in favour of the 
happy 
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hippy change lie ſoon after accompliſhed : 1 ſhould 


not have made this digreſſion, had not ſome filly peo- 
ple, almoſt as ſtupid as Nixon, but by no means ſo 
well gifted in prophecy, given out, that the falling of 
the wall denoted the rifing of the Pretender; and this 
too juſt as he was running away from Scotland. ' 


I carinot help obſerving to you on this occaſion, that 
ſome of us iti this county were ſtrangely ſpirited by 


your prophecy. When the rebels advanced to Preſton, 
we were told, that they intended to march through 


our county into Flintſhire and Denbighſhire; if they 


had, their rout muſt ' have been through Delamere 
foreſt, where Nixon lived and prophecied'; and the 
miller Peter, with his countrymen, were reſolved to 
have given them ſach a reception, as would have 


given very great credit to your prophecy,” which is 
abuſed when any interpretation is applied to it that 
has an eye to popery and ſlavery : For as great a fool 
as. Nixon was, he was not ſo ſtupid as our modern 
zealots, nor ever og a word againſt the enen 
u | ' 

To return to old Woodmant he informed me further, 


that after it was known what a prophet farmer Crow- 


ton had in his family, Mr. Cholmondeley ſent for the 


fellow, and kept him at his houſe, giving him in 
charge to his ſteward, whom he ordered to try whether 
he could make any thing of him, and teach him to read; 


But Nixon's rn. increaſed- IO him, the more 
- the 
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the ſteward endeavoured to improve him; 1 the 
moſt he could do with him, was to make him hold his 
goad right, and drive oxen at plough. As he was 
once in the field with the reſt of Mr. Cholmondeley's 
ſervants, he let fall his goad on a ſudden, as he had 
dropt his budget and bottle formerly. He ſtood motion- 
leſs after the ſame manner, with his eyes fixed towards 


heaven. The ſervants talked to him, and beat him 


to get to his work, but all to no purpoſe. He remain- 
ed in a ſort of a trance for the ſpace of an Hour; and 
then recovering, he took up his goad, and went on 
with his buſineſs as though nothing had befallen him, 
One of Mr. Cholmondeley's men aſked him, what 
ailed him? and why he ſtood ſo long? To which 
Nixon replied, That he had ſeen. thoſe things which 
man never ſaw before. He then diſcourſed to the 


ſervants, that coded about him, for near two hours, 


and ſpoke-as reaſonable as the beſt of them could hare 
done, without any manner of heſitation. 

He foretold the civil wars, the death of King 
Charles I. the reſtoration of King Charles II. the ab- 
dication of King James II. the revolution and glorious 
war with France, and the flouriſhing ſtate of this king» 


dom afterwards: Adding. that theſe Things will as 


certainly happen, as that I ſhall be ſent for by the 
King, and be ſtarved to death.” When he had finiſh- 
ed his ſpeech, he returned to his natural dulneſs and 
filence ; and unleſs he had been in one of his -trances, 
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he was always dull and mute; but while he was utter- 
ing his prophecies, he ſpoke clearly, and with an air 
of aſſurance that they would he accompliſned. The 
ſervants, as ſoon as they came home, told their maſter 
of this prodigy ; and My. Cholmondeley ordered them 
to write down as much of it as they could remember, 

whick they did, and it is preſerved in that farnily to 
this day; together with ſome leſs material hints, as 
hard weather, and ſcarcity of proviſions, &c. which 


would certainly happen. That family has always 


locked it up as a treafure, and whatever pains I have 
taken to procure a copy of it, I could never ſucceed, 
and Ae of getting it. Mr. Egerton, of Oulton, - 
rly related to the Cholmondeley family, has 

a copy of it alſo, but he will not part with it. Both of 
thoſe families lay great ſtreſs on Nixon's prediQions ; 
ard I muſt tell you, they are two of the moſt antient 
and honourable families in our county. | 
You have mentioned Nixon's being ſent for to court 
by King James the firſt. Woodman ſays it was thus: 
When he came to court, the King gave him in 
charge to one of his offices, commanding him to keep 
him in cloſe confinement, and to make ſtrict obſervat i- 


ons on his behaviour, that he might be aſſured there 


was nothing of impoſture in him. This gentleman 
kept Nixon locked up, and going in a hurry with the 
King to Theobald's, he forgot to take care of him, and 


leave him proviſions till his return; by which means 
| oof Re he 
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be was ſtarved to death. It muſt be obſerved, that 


to pronounce a ſenfible word more than aye or no, as 
hath been obſerved, unleſs when he was pronouncing 


There happened ne with reſpect to Nixon 


pamphlet yon ſent me, called The Drummer of 7 edworth : 


greater honours than any of his anceſtors had done: 


at the time of his birth, with the circumſtances, menti- 


— 


Nixon could not ſpeak except it was immediately aſter 
he came out of his trance, and never could be brought 


his oracles. 
and his going to court, like what I met with in the 


For as that drummer leſt off beating when King 
Charles conrtiers came to be on the watch with him, 
and would not ſatisfy their curiofity ; ſo our clown of 
a prophet, after he came to court, was entirely dumb, 
and pronounced no more prophecies. It is ſaid, he 
was not long there before he was ſtarved to death. 
Nixon was very grateful to his maſter . Cholmonde- 
ley ; he propheſied that the heir to be born to the 
family, threeſcore and ten years aſter, ſhould be en- 
dowed with very eminent qualifications, and arrive at 


That he ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf by his loyalty and 
ſervices to the King, then reigning ; and that, after 
the happy ſettlement which would ſucceed the ſtrug- 
gle, the peace would be laſting, with a continued ſeries 
of honours and glory to the nation. This child, ſaid 
Nixon, ſhall be known by the appearance of an eagle 


oned 1 in your prephecy. A long time beſore the eagle 
appeared. 
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appeared, the comliry people uſed to look out for it, 
and as often as the lady of Vale-Royal lay-in, they 
would cry, Where is the eagle? When will Nixon's 
heir be born? The appearauce of the eagle was about 
five and twenty years ago: The lady who lay-in, was 
aunt to Henry St. John, late Lord Bolingbroke; when 
ſne was in labour, ſhe heard great ſhoutings and ac- 
clawations of joy; and enquiring the reaſon, was told, 
the eagle ſo long talked of was come. Upon which 
her ſiſter and Mrs. J. S,, who are both living, went 
to the window, ſaw the eagle fitting on. the bow, and 


| looked at it above a quarter of an hour. It was ſeen 
alſo by feveral thouſands of people, and is ſuch a con- 
firmation of Nixon's prophecy, that the truth of it is 


no where doubted of, either by gentle or ſimple. 
There is ſome variation in the original prophecy 
from what is mentioned in your prophecy about the 


competitors for the kingdom; the Germans, Dutch, 


and Danes, are to conquer thoſe that bring fire and 


famine, plague and murder, ia the folds of their gar- 


ments; and we can underſtand none but the French 
by ſuch bloody invaders: none but French Papiſts 
would bring ſuch deſtructions among Proteſtants. As 


for the miller Peter, he was. born” about the time of 


the Revolution; and Nixon propheſied that he ſhould 


have two heels on one foor, and be knighted ; the two 


heels he hath already, but the ſpurs are not come ta 


his let, Yet, however, the country people in this 
neighbourhood 
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hood have made a knight of him theſe many 
Fears, and honeſt Peter, the miller, is Sir Peter in 
every one m. 
1 waͤſt here correct an ertor of Mr. Addtbn, in his 
seholdet, who has not read your prophecy with that 
attention and regard which a thing of ſuch importance 
deferves; for he gives the miller two thumbs, whereas 
Nixon gives him two heels. A miſtake in the text 
of a prophecy is a very dangerous confequence ; and 1 
doubt not, but upon this notice, in ſuture editions, 
this error will be corrected, and juſtice done to honeſt 


EC 
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I The Original Prophecy ſays, te A boy ſhall be born with three 
Uiuitbs on one hand.“ See page 12. 
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